Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



C ?3 30 . 2fcc. 250 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE GIFT OP 



HAVERFORD COLLEGE LIBRARY 



HAVBRFORD, PENNSYLVANIA 



A SALUTATION 



IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST, 



FROM 



THE YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS, 



IN LONDON, 



TO ALL WHO BEAR THE NAME OF 



FRIENDS. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BY EDWARD NEWMAN, DEVONSHIRE STREET, 

BISHOPSGATE. 



1857. 



i*-^""" 



■^IIW^ 



Jhfla 



111 



A SALUTATION 



IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST, 



FROM 



THE YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS, 



IN LONDON, 



TO ALL WHO BEAB THE NAME OF 



FRIENDS. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BY EDWARD NEWMAN, DEVONSHIRE STREET, 

BISHOPSGATE. 

1867. 



o ^iii o . x4io /^ro 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

GIFT OF 
HAVERFORD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

iJUL 9 1935 



YEARLY MEETING, 1867. 



This Meeting has been introduced into a lively feeling of Chri$» 
tian interest in the welfare of the Members of our Society ^ <^nd 
also of those who bear the name of Friends^ wherever situate; 
andy in the love of owr Lord Jesus Christy it has concluded to 
issue the following Address^ commending it to the serious consi- 
deration amd cordial acceptance of those to whom il is addressed. 

On behalf of the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in London, 
by adjournments, from the 20th of the Fifth month to 
the 29th of the same, inclusive, 1857. 

(Signed), JOSEPH THORP, 

Clerk. 



A SALUTATION, 



&C., &c. 



It is with hearts humbled under a solemn sense of the depth 
and extent of our obligations unto Him who has called us by 
his grace in the Gospel of his beloved Son, and of his con- 
tinued mercy towards us, that this Meeting offers the word of 
Christian salutation to all who bear the name of Friends. 

We have looked back upon the two centuries of diversified 
experience through which our Society has now passed, — of 
trials from without, and trials not less proving from within. 
Marked as this experience has been by the gracious manifesta- 
tions, of the faithfulness and love of Him who first united our 
forefathers in religious fellowship, we have desired that our 
hearts may be open to those lessons of warning, instruction 
or encouragement which He may design for us in relation to 
our present position. 

Let it not be forgotten that vital Christianity cannot be 
transmitted as an inheritance to posterity. In each member 
of every successive generation the struggle is renewed 'with 
sin and evU in ever-varying forms. Each must submit to the 
same transforming work of Divine grace, if he would realise 
for himself an adoption into the family of the redeemed. 
And whilst all the promises of God to his believing and faith- 
ful children are " Yea and amen '* in Christ for ever, He has 
not seen meet to grant, either to individuals or to churches. 



however greatly favoured, any immunity from danger, or from 
the necessity of continued watchfulness unto prayer. How 
earnest is the warning, in relation to this subject, addressed by 
the Apostle to the Church of the Eomans, when referring to 
the cutting off of those whom, as the children of Abraham 
according to the flesh, he compares to the natural branches. 
" Because of unbelief," saith he, " they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith ; be not high-minded, but fear ; for if 
Ood spared not the natural branches, take heed, lest He also 
spare not thee." Let us not shrink from taking our part in 
this warning; and as we look upon the mournful spectacle 
presented by the gradual decay of spiritual life and purity, and 
by the spread of worldliness and corruption, in the several 
Churches planted by the Apostles, may we fear for ourselves, 
in the recollection that we also are exposed to temptations^ 
different it may be, but not less dangerous ; and are alike 
liable to fall away. 

. Many indeed have been our mercies and our privileges; 
and it is good for us that the remembrance of them should 
have its due weight upon our hearts. Who amongst us, that 
has been instructed aright, can reflect, without feelings of 
humble gratitude, upon the wonderful breaking forth of the 
glorious light of the Gospel, as through a dark and thick eloud, 
which took place in this country and in many parts of the 
Continent of Europe, in the course of the sixteenth century? 
It was indeed a time when the Church was called out of the 
wilderness to renew her covenant with the Lord. Let us not 
forget how much we owe, under the Divine blessing, to those 
who then earnestly contended and patiently suffered for the 
faith once delivered to the saints. In the place of the fables of 
an unhallowed superstition or the speculations of worldly wis- 
dom, we may now freely read the records of Divine truth in 
the pages of Holy Scripture. The way of salvation is to us 
no longer eclipsed by a cloud of human traditions and ceremo- 
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nies^ but the Lord Jesu^ is opetily acknowledged -as the one 
doof of hope and of access unto the Father, the one Mediator 
of the new and ieverlasting covenant. May we ever thankfully 
prize and diligently use these precious privileges ! 

And is it not instructive often to retrace those marks of 
Divine condescension which were so eminently vouchsafed in 
the gathering of our religious Society ? Shall we ever cease 
reverently to acknowledge that it was nothing short of the 
immediate interposition of the holy Head of the Chiirch 
which, at the cost of so much that was held dear, lied so 
many, widely differing from each other in outward position, in 
mental cultivation and in religious experience, to separate 
from other professions, and which united them as a distinct 
Christian community ? What but the immediate teaching of 
his Spirit could have imparted to them,1ittle as many of them 
were skilled in human learning, so deep an insight into so 
many neglected and almost forgotten truths ? Whence but 
from this Source sprang their devotedness and zeal, their holy 
boldness, their fervent love to the cause of their Divine 
Master? Who but He could have sustained them amidst 
their unwearied labours and deep sufferings in such a cause, 
or crowned their services with that extraordinary measure of 
success which, when duly considered in connexion with their 
character and position, must ever render their rise and history 
one of tiie most memorable amongst the records of true reli- 
gion in the seventeenth century ? . 

It must not be forgotten by those who would form a right 
estimate of these labours, to how great an extent, from the 
* admixture of worldly or political influences and of human 
infirmity, the work of reformation in the sixteenth century had 
been left incomplete. In that long and dark night of apostacy 
by which it was preceded, the idea, so foreign to primitive 
Christianity, of the possibility of performing the service <^ 
God hy proxy, had gradually become prevalent. The 
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dependance of the people in religious things had become 
almost exclusively placed upon man, and the view of Christ 
in those varied relations in which He has been pleased to 
reveal himself, as " Head oyer all things," to his Church 
had become proportionately obscure. And whilst, in the 
interval between the dawn of the Beformation and the age of 
our early Friends, the progress of light upon subjects of the 
highest interest had been great, how imperfect was the use 
which had been made of it, and how many were the particu- 
lars in which it yet remained to be more powerfully and 
searchingly applied. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit was 
more or less acknowledged in words, but his gracious opera- 
tions were, in the various systems of religion, for the most 
part exclusively associated with outward means; whilst his 
immediate teaching, if not openly questioned or denied, was 
far too generally undervalued or disregarded. The prevailing 
opinions and usages in relation to the service and worship of 
God had led to the gradual assumption, by one man in a 
congregation, of duties which originally belonged to the 
various members. The presence of this one man was thought 
essential to the performance of public worship, and even to 
the due solemnization of Christian marriage and Christian 
burial; and to him were confined, almost exclusively, the 
important functions of ministry in the Church. These func- 
tions had long almost universally ceased to be exercised in 
accordance with the injunction, *' Freely ye have received* 
freely give." Though in general acknowledged to be grounded 
upon a special Divine call, the performance of them was still 
too much looked upon as an effort of the human under- 
standing, assisted by human art and learning, rather than the 
exercise of a spiritual gift depending upon a measure of 
heavenly wisdom and qualification. And whilst a fedse or 
greatly exaggerated estimate was attached to outward means, 
the waiting upon God in connexion with public worship, in 



humble reliance upon the immediate operations of his Spirit, 
"Was almost wholly unknown. All these things had obviously 
tended to secularize the church, to divert both the ministers 
and the people from their dependance upon the Fountain of 
living waters, to lower the standard of holiness to which all 
are called, and to draw away the professors of Christianity 
from the simplicity and purity of conduct and conversation 
incumbent upon the children of God. 

And truly it was not for any worthiness of theirs, but in his 
own rich and unmerited grace, that it pleased the Lord to grant 
to our forefathers not only to see and to deplore these and 
other prevailing corruptions, but, as a gathered Church, to 
bear a clear and distinct testimony against them, and to the 
purity, simplicity, unworldliness and essential spirituality of the 
religion of Christ. In thus speaking of our predecessors and 
their work for the Lord, we desire not their exaltation, but our 
own and your instruction. They were men of like passions as 
we are, compassed with many infirmities, and partaking, also, in 
some measure, of the characteristics of the age in which they 
lived; of which traces are not wanting, both in their actions 
and in their writings. Whilst we thankfully commemorate the 
work and grace of God in them and through them, we would 
bear in mind the impressive language of George Fox, concern- 
ing himself and his brethren, *^ We are nothing ; Christ is all." 
Especially would we recur to their own emphatic and oft- 
repeated declaration, that it was no new Gospel that they 
were called to preach. They had no new truths to commu* 
nicate to the world. The Christianity of the New Testament, 
in its comprehensiveness and its simplicity, was at once the 
extent and the limit of the message which their Lord had 
^ven them to declare. He who was manifested as *' the Word 
made flesh," the Messiah in whom the types and the pro- 
phecies of the former dispensation receive their full and final 
accomplishment, was to them, as to the primitive believers, 
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the incarnate Immanuel in whom they trusted, their all-soffi* 
cient sacrifice and propitiation, their one Mediator, Advocate and 
High Priest. And it was in order that others might be brought 
to the fall acknowledgment and enjoyment of this most pre* 
cious Saviour, in all his gracious offices, that they were willing 
to spend and be spent in urging upon them an unreserved 
submission of their hearts to the work of bis Spirit, whereby 
they might come both to see tiieir sin, and to know Christ 
to save them from the guilt and power of it. The call to 
them, and to the Church through them, was emphatically a 
call of mercy and of truth, — a call out of sin and worldliness 
to the true enjoyment of the unmixed blessings of the Gospel* 
in full devotedness of heart to the Lord's work and service. 

And does it not become the members of our religious 
Society, everywhere, in all sincerity and seriousness, often 
to examine themselves how far tiiey have walked worthy of 
such a vocation, or answered the gracious purposes of our 
Heavenly Father in giving them a place and a name among 
the Churches of Christ ? If in the days of our fathers there 
was a testimony to be borne to the purity, the simplicity and 
the spirituality of the Gospel, is no such testimony needed 
now? Is the warfare appointed for us accomplished? Is 
the harvest yet fully gathered in ? Have we not rather cause 
for deep humiliation in the retrospect of our unfaithfulness) 
that whilst the necessity has been no less pressing, and the 
obligations upon us no less powerful and urgent, our labours 
in the vineyard should have been so inadequate to the emer- 
gency ? 

From age to age has the language of the Redeemer been 
fulfilled in the experience of his followers, "A man*8 foes 
shall be they of his own household." Vainly has the enemy 
striven to destroy by attacks from without, when no entrance 
has been given him. But when the cares of the world, the 
deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things have been 
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allowed to eiiter into the hearty then the seed has been choked 
and rendered unfruitful. Like the Churches of old, we 
have had our day of suffering and of increase, when, amidst^ 
the frowns and oppression of the world, the blessing of the 
Lord has been richly poured forth. We have known, also, a 
day of ease, of outward prosperity, and of abated zeal. How 
many, in the course of tiie last and of the present centuries,: 
under a training which has led them into habits of strict • 
sobriety, industry and economy, have gradually become at 
once rich and worldly, or, if themselves mercifully preserved 
from spiritual ruin, have left possessions to their children 
that have proved to them as grievous entanglements, or as 
snares to beguile them from the simplicity which is in Christ. 
Others, who have run weU for a season, have fainted by the 
way. And how many, to their own unspeakable loss, and that, 
of the Church, have rested in a merely traditional acceptance 
of the truth, or slumbered away their lives in a state of passive 
lukewarmness or cold unconcern. 

But not alone from these things have weakness and desola- 
tion entered our borders. Trials in faith and doctrine have not 
been wanting. The root of these things lies deep in man's 
fallen and unsubjected will. Even they who had been privi- 
leged with the teaching of an inspired Apostle stood in need of 
Hie awful warning, that from among their own selves should 
men arise speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after 
them. But in calling to mind the large measure of unity and 
outward fellowship which so long prevailed among the faithful 
members of our religious Society, in what language, shall we 
express the exercise and travail of spirit into which we have 
been brought, in the view of the mournful divisions and sepa*' 
rations that have taken place amongst us within the last sixty. 
years ? How can we think, without grief and humiliation, of 
the multitudes in America, still retaining the name of Friends^ 
who have been beguiled by the specious appearance of a. 
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refined spirituality, and many of whom have been led on, step 
by step, to the rejection of fundamental Christian truth, and 
even to the denial of the Lord that bought them ? How can 
we cease to deplore that others in that land, professing a high 
value for our Christian principles, have aUowed themselves to 
be drawn away from that fellowship and harmony with their 
brethren which they once enjoyed ? Nor can we think with- 
out sorrow of some in this country who, whilst loving their 
Lord and Bedeemer, have become, from very dijSerent causes, 
gradually alienated from some of those spiritual views of the 
Gospel dispensation which are precious to us, and have ceased 
to be united with us in outward religious fellowship. Have 
these things befallen us without a cause ? and do they not 
proclaim, in language not to be mistaken, '* Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things that remain"? 

For, stripped and weakened as is the condition of our reli- 
gious Society, both in this country and elsewhere, compared 
with what it might have been had all been truly faithful, it has 
pleased the Lord, in his tender compassion, still to preserve 
us, and to give us evidence, from season to season, of his 
gracious regard. Without any arrangements for a stated out- 
ward ministry, our meetings for Divine worship are still 
kept up, to the refreshment and edification, as we thankfully 
believe, of many who, under the ministrations of the Com- 
forter, are experimentally taught to worship God in the 
spirit, to rejoice in Christ Jesus, having no confidence in 
the flesh. Without any system of human preparation, endow- 
ment or remuneration, a living ministry is yet, in the Lord's 
unmerited mercy, continued amongst us ; and it is with feel- 
ings of thankfulness that we recur to the succession of faith- 
ful labourers, down to our own day, who have been eminently 
called and qualified by the Head of the Church freely to tes- 
tify of the riches of his grace, whose services He has owned, 
and whose memory is precious. We would speak of these 
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things with reverence, desiring to dwell in lowliness and con- 
trition of spirit before the Lord, under the humbling sense of 
his dealings with us, in his mercies and in his judgments. 

The deadening influence of lukewarmnessy of traditional for- 
mality, and of a worldly spirit ; the danger of departing, upon 
pretexts however plausible, from those things which are revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures ; the necessity of complete submission 
to the operations of the Spirit of Truth upon the soul, and of 
individually realising all that is comprehended in conversion 
unto God; — ^these are among the lessons which, in the review of 
the past, we would desire might be elSectually brought home to 
the consciences of aU who bear the name of Friends, under 
the heartfelt conviction of their personal responsibilities in 
connexion with them. May these lessons not be lost upon 
any. But, in the recollection of the solemn warnings which 
have been received, may all cherish a deep and serious sense 
of the importance and necessity of being each brought to the 
blessed experience of what it is to pass from that state of 
alienation from God, in which all are by nature, into that state 
of reconciliation with Him, in which the Lord Jesus is known as 
our Propitiation, our Shepherd and our King, taking away all 
condemnation, and blotting out all trespasses in his own bloods 
We are well aware that it is only under the work of the Holy 
Spirit that any can be thus taught the preciousness of Christ. 
But let us never doubt that the Spirit graciously works in our 
hearts for this very purpose ; nor forget that it is to them that 
receive Christ, and to them only, that He gives power to be- 
come the sons of God. Let it be our individual concern to 
dwell much and often both upon the inestimable value of the 
privileges of the Gospel and upon the comprehensiveness of i1» 
requirements. Let us frequently and seriously meditate upon 
the character and work of our Holy Redeemer. Abiding under 
the government of his Spirit, let us follow Him in lowliness 
and self-denial, amidst the duties and the conflicts of life. 
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Let us in nowise attempt to limit the operations of his grace 
upon our souls. May the fervent and effectual prayer ascend 
to the Father of mercies, iets a continual sacrifice in the 
name of Jesus, Thy will be done in us even as it is done in 
heaven. 

And, whilst pressing after this experience for ourselves, 
may we cherish a warm and abiding interest on account 
of our beloved younger Mends ; that our duties towards 
them, whether as parents, heads of families, or in a more 
general capacity, may not be neglected. Let us be con* 
cemed that in all our households they may be carefully 
instructed in the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and of our 
Christian principles and testimonies, and be truly brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The present is a 
day of inquiry and discussion, of much bold assertion and 
varied opinions. How important is it to the young disciple, 
under such circumstances, to be kept faithful to the teach- 
ing and training of his Divine Master ! How necessary that 
he should not mistake the &ise liberty of the natural will, 
which is in bondage to its own unreneived desires, for the true 
and glorious liberty wherewith Christ makes his people free, 
and in which his service is their delight ! Let no knowledge, 
no gifts, no merely human acquirements or qualifications, ever 
be preferred before the humbling operations of Divine grace. 
It is not they who are ever halting at the threshold of the 
sanctuary, doubting and questioning, but they who are willing 
to conform to the needful discipline, and to enter in through 
the appointed means of access, who become prepared to join in 
the services, and to partake of the inestimable privileges, of 
the true worshippers of God. 

The more our hearts are given up to the constraints of the 
love of Chrifitt the more shall we be redeemed out of the nar* 
row circle of earthly and selfish pursuits, and, with perceptions 
enlarged to view the things of time in their true relation to 



etetniiy, a&d with' strength proportioned to our every need, the 
tnore shall we be enabled cle4rly to discern and faithfully to 
oiicupy our place of appointed service in the household of 
faith, and in the general family of man. And how ample 
is the opportimity for such a service afforded to the true and 
faithfid members of our religious Society ! Where are to 
be found greater encouragements than are presented by our 
teligibus principles to a life of true self-denial and devotedness 
to God? Where else can be enjoyed a larger measure of 
Christian liberty, or a freer exercise ' of the gifiis of the Holy 
Spirit ? In what course of training is the Christian character 
likely to ripen to a fuller maturity than that into which our re* 
ligious principles, when truly embraced and faithfully practised, 
liecessarily lead; in which the Lord Jesus is glorified in all 
his of&ces, abd the soul is brought into a holy subjection to 
the imi^ediate teaching and government of his Spirit ? 

Very instructive is it often to recur to the varied aspects 
of that new relationship into which the true beUevers are 
brou^t, through. the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 
wherem holiness is made distinctly to appear as the mark 
&t ^hich they are to aini. As those' who have been bought 
with a price, they are again and again reminded that they 
are not their own, but' bound in all things to glorify their 
God. As' his reconciled children, they are exhorted to walk 
Worthy of Hijoi unto all pleasing. As wrestlers in a mighty 
conflict, the crown of righteousness is set before them ; and as 
a Boyal Priesthood tiiey are instructed to cleanse themselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh' a^d' the spirit ; to put on the fine 
lin^n, even the righteousness of saints ; and to offer up spirit 
tual sacrifices, as in the Lord's holy temple, acceptable to 
Him through Jesus Christ. 

How precious id the unity which is known amongst 
brethren engaged in exercises such as these! Their cha- 
racterSi their position, their gifts, their services, may greatly 
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difEer, but their hearts are one. They have one Father, 
who is in heaven ; they serve one Master, even Christ ; and 
amidst all the diversities of gifbs and administrations it is the 
same Spirit that worketh all in all, dividing to every man seve- 
rally as He will. We know indeed that to realise these things 
fully is no small attainment, — ^that the complete subjection of 
the human heart and understanding to Divine grace is a great 
and a deep work. In proportion as this is not accomplished 
in any, wiU be the evidence that these are not made perfect in 
love. Even in the primitive Church the spirit of party and of 
division was early manifested. There were those who pleaded 
for an unhallowed liberty, whilst there were others who, with 
but an incomplete understanding of Divine truth, were ready 
to make their own narrow conceptions the universal standard, 
and rigidly to exclude from communion all who were not 
equally straitened with themselves. BecoUecting how much 
we have already sujBfered, may we be anxious to guard against 
these snares. Watching one over another for good, may our 
love towards each other be pure and fervent. May our hearts 
be shut against all that scatters or divides, or that would beget 
or increase a spirit of jealousy or distrust. Bearing in mind 
the long-suffering and patience which we have ourselves expe- 
perienced, let us be willing to exercise all patience and for- 
bearance towards others. And if through unmerited mercy 
we have been taught to see more clearly, let it be ours to seek 
that our growth in knowledge be accompanied by the evidences 
of a growth in grace, and ever to remember that the deepest 
experience in the things of God is that which still brings into 
and preserves in the deepest humility and the most fervent 
love. 

And now, in conclusion, we would adopt the language of 
the Apostle, in a fresh sense of the depth and fulness of its 
meaning, ** Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sinceiity." Fervent are our desires that all that in 
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anywise hinders or obstructs the fall participation of this grace 
may be removed. In the reverent acknowledgment of the 
" one Lord," in the heartfelt acceptance of the *' one faith/* 
may we be indeed baptized by the "one Spirit" into the ** one 
body." Thus drinldiig into that one Spirit, may a true resto- 
ration be brought about wherever divisions or differences have 
existed ; and, through its effectual working, in the Lord's good 
pleasure, may all who bear the name of Friends be once more 
joined together in the bonds of outward religious fellowship in 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. 
Walking in the love of Him who gave himself for us, "an 
offering and a sacrifice unto God," may aU be found in their 
several allotments, each filling up the measure of appointed 
duty, " with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
Gospel." Thus builded upon the Foundation, Christ Jesus, 
may there be in the end, in the Lord's unmerited mercy, 
nothing to prevent that full communion which is the blessed 
portion of all who, through living faith in Him who hath 
loved them, enter into life eternal. 
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